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Swing State to Neo Authoritarianism: 

Temporal Changes in Indian Diplomacy 
-by S.Prasham(Research Associate, Arun Jaitley National Institute of Financial Management) 

 

“Wisdom is to live in tune with 

the mode of the changing world” 

-Thiruvalluvar. 

 India’s rise presents one of the most significant opportunities for foreign 

policy of dominant and revisionist players of the global world order. This is 

especially true for the Permanent five (P-5) states and Germany. As the global 

order faces a situation of flux, confrontation between USA and China intend to 

increase. India possesses the capability and legitimacy to bolster the 

interlocking web of norms, institutions, rules and relationships that has for six 

decades preserved peace among the great powers, fostered economic prosperity, 

and facilitated the spread of freedom1. India, like most liberal western countries, 

has a commitment to democratic institutions but also possesses a large and 

growing economy in close proximity to the world’s most strategically located 

ocean lines of trade. The global order now confronts numerous challenges, 

some emanating from China’s rise and others from a diverse set of international 

developments. Corona virus pandemic, economic disturbance due to it, 

inflationary pressure due to debt financing in many countries and the Russia-

Ukraine crisis have all posed challenges in the past 2 years.  

 In the American political context, swing states are those whose mixed 

political orientation gives them a greater impact than their population or 

economic output might warrant. In any issue or subject where there are 

competing claimants for the support of a group, a party will be considered a 

swing party if its support for any one of the claimants decisively influences 

others to follow its lead or swings the decision of the group in favour of that 
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claimant.2 In global political context, the choices India makes, whether they 

take on new responsibilities, free-ride, or obstruct-will in aggregate, decisively 

influence the trajectory of today’s world.3 

 There are numerous elements of international order, out of which five 

elements are key: 

1) International Trade: International trade order is highly formalised based 

on WTO and its rules. The debate of whether WTO is an effective 

organisation is beyond the scope of this study but it still commands the 

top spot in terms of organisational trade pattern. G20 is the other key 

organisation.  

2) Financial order: The global financial order aims at monetary stability. It is 

rooted in flexible exchange rates, general currency convertibility and the 

US dollar as the predominant international reserve currency. The IMF 

fills the role as the lender of last resort. The World Bank Group (WBG) 

has been entrusted with the goal of channelling capital, strategic and 

technical advice to middle income and poor nations to help spur 

economic development. 

3) Maritime order: The maritime order is premised on territorial sovereignty 

and freedom of navigation. Many of the rules underpinning the maritime 

order have been formalised in the U.N convention on the Law if Seas 

(UNCLOS). Although some countries (including the United States have 

not ratified the convention, the US recognises its provisions as customary 

international law.  

4) Non-proliferation of Nuclear weapons: Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 

(NPT) draws a strict distinction between recognised nuclear weapons 

state and all others. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and 

multilateral export control regimes attempt to limit the spread of 

particular weapons and delivery systems. India, Iran, Israel, Pakistan and 

North Korea are non-signatories of Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

5) Human Rights: Human rights is rooted in respect for fundamental 

liberties and the democratic process. It is an umbrella for documents such 

as universal declaration on Human Rights. 

 The above mentioned pillars are important indicators to measure what 

constitute swing state. India is definitely a state that might not dominate the 

charts of each of these indicatives but it surely does have a significant influence 

on what a swing state is like. As an exception of trade, the Indian policy has 

increasingly supported the main pillars of global order.  
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India in trade order: 

 India has been a significant player at the world trade organisation, and 

more times than one, it has been in the news for trying to protect its agrarian 

economy from the onslaught of multinational agencies which view India as a 

lucrative market. A member of the WTO, India was initially critical of the Doha 

Round and – to an even greater extent than Brazil – objected to treating 

emerging-market economies differently from underperforming developing 

countries.4By many accounts, India bears the largest responsibility for thwarting 

a potential breakthrough proposal that was put forward bythe WTO Director 

General to a select group of nations in 2008.5Today, there is little domestic 

support within India for a successful conclusion of the Doha Round, in part 

because of fear that this would lead to an influx of Chinese imports. 

Furthermore, the business community has largely concluded that the benefits of 

Doha are unclear and that India should instead prioritize bilateral trade 

agreements.76 India has embraced another function of the WTO: dispute 

settlement. India has brought 20 cases against other WTO members and 

received complaints in 21 cases. In cases where it lost, India has complied – for 

example, by lifting import restrictions or removing local content laws.6 

India in Financial Order: 

 India has been a part of IMF, has been actively involved in donating and 

providing foreign aid, and has accepted the role at the centre of the global 

financial system. India has shown the robustness of maintaining the 

responsibility of worldwide financial architecture. In 2012, contributed $10 

billion to buttress the IMF’s lending facility despite domestic blowback against 

a decision that was seen in some quarters as a poor nation helping to bail out 

wealthy spend-thrifts.7 Long a recipient of foreign aid, India has in recent years 

become a donor, setting up a new Development Partnership Administration 

within its foreign ministry. In 2011, India distributed $1.5 billion in traditional 
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development assistance; its concessional loans pledged that year were much 

larger still – $5 billion for Africa alone.8 India has been cautious of pushing the 

Indian Rupee as global currency. India has in the past the U.S dollars’s reserve 

currency role as a source of financial instability but has not taken any 

meaningful steps to displace the US Dollar. India is mindful that such a step 

would only help India’s geopolitical rival, China, to achieve its currency 

ambitions.  

India in the Maritime Order. 

 India has tried to hold command over the India Ocean, the only ocean 

body names after a geographical strata of landmass. It has made headway by 

SAGAR, (Security and Growth for All in the Region). It was used for the first 

time in 2015 at Port Louis by the Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi while 

commissioning of Kora Class Corvette into the National Coast Guard of 

Mauritius, the first Indian warship to be exported.  

 A signatory to UNCLOS, India advances an interpretation of the 

convention that would require foreign navies to obtain coastal state consent 

before operating in EEZs. Indian domestic law also stipulates that foreign 

warships must offer notification prior to transiting Indian territorial 

waters.However, these positions appear to be holdovers from an earlier era 

before India emerged as a rising naval power. India has refrained from 

deploying ships to harass foreign navies in its EEZ and, at most, has lodged 

infrequent diplomatic protests. Indeed, New Delhi has started to champion 

freedom of navigation. India is increasingly committed to deploying its new 

naval assets to defend the maritime commons. It has dispatched ships to engage 

in counter-piracy operations off East Africa, and it participates in the Contact 

Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia.9Critically, India is shaping the naval 

environment by helping nations in the region to strengthen their maritime 

capabilities. It is working with the Maldives, Sri Lanka and Mauritius to set up a 
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coastal radar network; conducts joint patrols with Mozambique; and trains and 

equips the security forces of the Seychelles.10India also convenes the Milan 

Exercise, which brings together 14 navies from the Asia-Pacific region for 

counter- piracy, counterterrorism and search-and-rescue training. 

 New Delhi also established the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium to 

underpin maritime security in the region. Launched in 2008, the symposium 

now encompasses 35 member countries and convenes a flagship biannual 

conference and smaller workshops. Although still modest in scope, it has the 

potential to become a platform for greater regional cooperation in the years 

ahead. 

India and Non Proliferation 

 India has moved closer to key elements of the non-proliferation order 

while remaining ambivalent about the use of economic coercion against Iran. 

India is one of the few states to remain outside the framework of the NPT. New 

Delhi first detonated a nuclear device in 1974 and then surprised the world in 

1998 by engaging in a series of underground nuclear tests. Since then, it has 

produced an estimated 80 to 100 nuclear warheads and successfully developed 

long-range missile delivery systems. India has never transferred nuclear 

weapons technology or fissile material to other countries, actions that would 

have amounted to a frontal assault on the non-proliferation order. 

 The U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Agreement inked in 2008 has paved the 

way for Indian integration into the non-proliferation regime. India has pledged 

to put civilian nuclear reactors under IAEA safeguards and has moved closer to 

harmonizing its policies and practices with the guidelines of the Nuclear 

Suppliers Group (NSG). New Delhi now seeks membership in the NSG. India is 

already a full member of Missile technology control regime, Wassenaar 

Agreement and the Australia Group which are the other three main agreements 

in the architecture controlling the Technology of nuclear weapons.  
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India and the Human Rights Order 

 India has actively promoted the consolidation of democracy in 

transitional states but has generally avoided singling out regimes for human-

rights violations and has avoided supporting armed interventions to protect 

civilians.India has made concrete efforts to bolster democratic institutions 

within its region. Through its donations to Afghanistan, New Delhi has trained 

civil servants, constructed the national parliament and supported the holding of 

elections. 

 The, Crisis in Ukraine in 2014 and 2022, Afghanistan crisis of 2021, the 

Syrian crisis of 2015 and the Arab Spring have all highlighted the limits of 

India’s current stance on human rights. India stays opposed to external military 

intervention for maintaining harmony within a country. 

Conclusion 

 The war in Ukraine has shown that, when it comes to India’s ties with the 

West, a revision of expectations is overdue. India’s importance for maintaining 

the balance of power in the Indo-Pacific makes it impossible to overlook as a 

partner. Additionally, despite underperforming over the last decade due to 

global headwinds, India is expected to be the world’s fastest-growing big 

economy this year. As a result, Western partners should focus on those aspects 

of trade and continental and maritime security where shared interests offer a 

strong foundation for cooperation, rather than hope India will continue on a 

mythical, teleological journey toward becoming Japan. India can be expected to 

tacitly help balance China’s rise. But it is likely to collaborate with its Western 

partners as a global swing state, in ways that align with its own geographic and 

security concerns. 

  

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2022/05/14/india-is-likely-to-be-the-worlds-fastest-growing-big-economy-this-year
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2022/05/14/india-is-likely-to-be-the-worlds-fastest-growing-big-economy-this-year
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